Experimental infection of eland (Taurotrages oryx), sable antelope (Ozanna grandicomis) and buffalo (Syncerus caffer) with foot-and-mouth disease virus.
The course of experimental infection of a type SAT 1 FMDV strain was studied in buffalo, sable antelope and eland following tongue inoculation and contact and has been compared with that in cattle. All species became infected, although disease was less severe in the game animals and larger amounts of virus were required to infect game animals than cattle. Neutralizing antibody titres were high and were maintained for an extended period in buffalo, sable antelope and eland. The carrier state was demonstrated in buffalo for the longest period. Cattle carried virus for up to 56 days. Virus persistence in sable antelope was transitory and did not occur in eland.